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The Civil War was an American tragedy. bŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ families saw brothers, husbands, and fathers march 
off to experience firsthand the indescribable horror of battle - with more than 600,000 of them never to return. In their 
places soon arose a nameless figure, ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ - known to many 
as the Silent Sentinel ς to gaze over town squares and courthouse steps in 
a multitude of Northern and Southern towns.  
 

Previously, war memorials had been triumphant works of art, expressing a 
strong sense of military heroism and gallantry. But the Civil War required 
something a bit different ς something that would honor the dead, while at 
the same time paying tribute to the everyman citizen soldier, along with 
comforting the deep wounds of the living. As a result, a new staple of 
solemn tribute arose: a statue of a lone, nameless soldier standing at ease, 
with his gaze fixed on a point in the distance, his hands gripping a musket 
at the end of the barrel, the stock resting on the ground ΧΦΦ ŀ Silent Sentinel 
representing every hometown hero. 
 

Right: ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊέΧ an early example of the standing soldier 
statue, created by Irish immigrant Martin Milmore of Boston, and 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀƭƭ ƛƴ мустΦ 
 

άIt was not ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƭƻŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ Lǘ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǎΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΦέΧ 
Cynthia Mills, art historian. 
 

After the war, Northern foundries, were eager to find new markets, and they soon recognized the growing demand for 
Civil War memorials. This demand was driven partly by veteranΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Grand Army of the Republic. 
For them, the statues not only memorialized their legacy and their cause, but they also 
reminded the public of their sacrifice.  
 

The second important driver of demand for affordable memorial statues came primarily from 
smaller towns ς communities that could not afford the commissions customarily charged for 
more elaborate Civil War monuments ς but nevertheless, had a fervent desire to memorialize 
their hometown heroes. 

Right: Sculptor Martin Milmore of Boston 
 

A monument made of Italian marble or New England granite would typically cost tens of 
thousands of dollars. So most smaller towns across the nation, due to budget restraints, 
turned to the northern foundries that specialized in producing cast bronze or zinc statuary for 
decorating ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ŀƭ-aŀǊǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΣέΧ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ {Φ {ŜŘƻǊŜΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ 
 

Customizable soldier monuments were advertised for sale in catalogs. Firms such as the Monumental Bronze Company 
of Bridgeport, Connecticut, did a brisk business selling mass-produced Standing Soldier statues, made of zinc, to those 
communities having smaller budgets. A life-size zinc Standing Soldier was listed in their catalog for just $450. The 
company even provided, at no extra charge, an installer who traveled along with the monument to assemble it on site. 
 

In many cases, those companies produced statues for both Union and Confederate customers - altering only the shape 
of the hat, the length of the cape, and the initials on the belt buckle: US for United States or CS for Confederate States. 
However, many of the Confederate Silent Sentinels that began keeping watch over Southern towns turned out to be 
nearly identical to the statues of Union soldiers that decorated hundreds of public spaces across the North. In fact, the 
New England monument companies pulled off a remarkably successful marketing sleight of hand - selling the same 
statue models to towns and citizenΩs groups from both sides of the Civil War! 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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On the far left: The Monumental Bronze Co. of 
Connecticut produced this sculpture of a 
Union soldier. It was erected in Westfield, 
New Jersey in 1889.  
 

On the right: Sculpture of a Confederate 
soldier, made by the same company,  
erected in Windsor, North Carolina in 1898.  
 

(Note: the monument featured in the August 
2022 issue of the Unionist, pgs. 26-28, was 
dedicated in 1885 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ Ψ{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƻǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
identical to these two statues. It was produced by 
the Detroit Bronze Co., a subsidiary of the 
Monumental Bronze Co.) 

 

Southern customers eventually caught on to the knockoff deception and began demanding statues that portrayed 
soldiers who were more obviously Ψ/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜΩ rather than Ψ¸ŀƴƪŜŜΩ. άIn 1900, in Elberton, Ga., an angry crowd pulled 
down and buried this statue of a Confederate soldier because it looked too much like a Union fighter. It was dug up in 
1982 and now resides in a local museum.έΧ Sarah Beetham, Civil War historian and American Art specialist. 
 

The manufacturers responded to these demands by giving their ΨConfederateΩ models a slouch hat instead of the Union 
topper (which looked like a baseball cap), a short shell jacket rather than the NortherneǊΩǎ longer greatcoat, and a 
bedroll to replace the Union ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ knapsack. But dozens of Standing Solder statues still remain today, both in the 
North and the South, that are identicle. άLΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ staring at the creases on their pants and, Yankee or Rebel, 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣέ Χ {ŀǊŀƘ .ŜŜǘƘŀƳΣ ŀǊǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛƴŜ !ǊǘǎΦ 
 

Although the Civil War monument building boom petered out in the North around the turn of the 20th century, at least 
2,000 Standing Soldiers remain on vigil throughout the United States. The vast majority of these sturdy and solemn 
Ψ{ƛƭŜƴǘ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭǎΩ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŎƘ in the North. 
 

Statues that were ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ΨŜǾŜǊȅƳŀƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ - those who fought for the 
Confederacy - have recently been threatened with destruction or removal. One might wonder how statue protesters 
and accommodating officials can be absolutely sure of which side of the conflict the offending Standing Soldier actually 
represents. Because, after all, the most popular monuments that were erected to memorialize those who fought for 
the Confederacy have a distinct feature: they look almost exactly the same as the monuments erected to memorialize 
the soldiers who fought for the Union!  

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜ, DC ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
 

 

 

 

The Demise of Dutchy 
 

In 1898, the citizens of Elberton, Georgia commissioned a granite statue to be erected to honor their local  
men who had fought for the Confederacy. Late one night, two years later, those same citizens took their  
monument down. Why, you ask? After all, pǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

It was because the statue was just plain ugly, with bug eyes and what looked suspiciously like a Union-style  
overcoat. They had ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ 5ǳǘŎƘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ άa cross between a Pennsylvania 
Dutchman and a hippopotamusέΦ The August 13, 1900 Elberton Star reported that about midnight, a group  
of men tugged Dutchy down Ǿƛŀ άa rope around his neckέΦ ! ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ unceremoniously buried  

poor Dutchy. After the dust settledΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ōǊƻƴȊŜΩ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Monumental  
Bronze Co. ς because one of those, they  ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΗ 5ǳǘŎƘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ  

stands today at Confederate Memorial  Park, in Lee  County, Georgia. 
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Sunday, 13 Nov 2022 ς Fort Worth, Texas 
 

Brothers of Gen. James J. Byrne Camp No. 1 gathered at two different venues on November 13, 2022. First, they joined 
several other patriotic organizations, including: the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR); Disabled American 
Veterans; and local JROTC units, for the annual Massing of the Colors. This event was held at Birchman Baptist Church 
in Fort Worth. Brothers Paul Kendall, Mark Parkison, Matthew Parkison, and Todd Wilber attended to present the 
National and Camp Colors. 
 

Sponsored by The Military Order of the World 
Wars (MOWW), the Massing of the Colors is a 
patriotic ceremony held to rededicate faith in 
the United States, and to demonstrate 
support for the National Colors and the 
Servicemen and Servicewomen those Colors 
represent. Each attending organization 
carried, at least, the National Colors and its 
unit Colors.  
 
 

L-R: CC Paul Kendall, Mark Parkison, 
Matthew Parkison and JVC Todd Wilber 

with the Colors 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The first Massing of the Colors ceremony 
was held on Armistice Day in 1922, and the 
MOWW is believed to be the only Veteran 
Service Organization (VSO) in the United 
States to conduct such ceremonies today. 
 

Brothers of the Byrne Camp then 
ǊŜŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀǘ tƛƻƴŜŜǊΩǎ wŜǎǘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ 
Fort Worth. They gathered to conduct 
their annual memorial ceremony at the 
ƎǊŀǾŜǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΣ DŜƴΦ 
James J. Byrne.  
 

L-R: Hal Hughes, JVC Todd Wilber,         
CC Paul Kendall, and Mark Parkison 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 Χ submitted by JVC Todd Wilber -  Gen. James J. Byrne No 1, Fort Worth, Texas 

 


